
The Faithful Couple 
 

Mariposa Grove is in the southernmost part of Yosemite National 
Park. It is the largest grove of giant sequoias in the park, with 
several hundred mature examples of the tree. Two of its trees are 
among the 30 largest giant sequoias in the world. Many of these 
trees are named and some may be 2400 years old. 
 
One of these trees is unique, the sign at the base of the tree reads, 
"The Faithful Couple." At ground level this looks like a single tree, 
not two. However, looking skyward reveals there are two separate 
trunks, both having similar, yet distinctly different views. 
 

How did this happen? Some fifteen hundred years ago, two trees had sprouted as 
seedlings on the forest floor about fifteen feet apart. For several hundred years, the two 
trees had grown individually, but as they got larger, their trunks grew closer and closer 
together. Sometime around the age of eight hundred years, the trunks literally touched, 
and they began fusing together as one tree. From there on they stood throughout the 
centuries — the Faithful Couple.  
 
What a perfect symbol of a godly marriage that knows oneness in Christ and spiritual 
vitality! As two people sink their roots deep by following Christ, studying Scripture, and 
responding to the leading of the Holy Spirit, they also grow together as one — a faithful 
couple. 
 
Marriage first and foremost is a spiritual relationship. It works best when two people are 
connected individually to God, walking with Him, obeying Him in the Scripture, and 
praying as individuals and as a couple. These disciplines are as important to develop as 
a couple as they are as individuals. As you seek God together as a couple, you will also 
draw closer to each other as you develop a deep, close spiritual intimacy. If you push 
the spiritual dimension to the side, you are ignoring the very God who created marriage 
and the One who can help you make it work.  
 
The problem is that most Christian couples wish they spent time together praying and 
encouraging each other from the Bible, but they just don't do it. They let other priorities 
crowd out what should be the most important aspect of their marriage relationship. 
Spending time in prayer and in the Word as a couple helps you anticipate what will 
come in your next seasons of life. It helps you make prayerful, thoughtful application of 
Scripture — for example, to prepare for a child, or for a child leaving the home. It helps 
you work on your values as a couple and what you want to build into children, and it 
helps you determine your priorities in the final years of life.  
 
We would encourage you to join with us in our study Growing Together in Christ 
beginning on 10/14/14. Details are on the bulletin board. 
 
In Christ,  
Dave	  &	  Paula	  DeBolt 


